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‘ODYSSEY OF THE STARS’ RETURNS TO UM
MISSOULA -

The University of Montana School of Fine Arts will celebrate the achievements of Montana icons
and UM alumni Monte Dolack and Man' Beth Percival at the ninth annual “Odyssey of the Stars: A
Celebration of Artistic Journeys” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 18, in the University Theatre.
“They’re both tremendous artists, and I think they really represent Montana and its many virtues
on canvas,” said Stephen Kalm, interim dean of UM’s School of Fine Arts. “As far as alumni of the
School of Fine Arts at this University, we couldn’t be prouder.”
The School of Fine Arts features two selected alumni at each year’s “Odyssey of the Stars,” a
town and gown event held to honor alumni, showcase current students and exhibit the school’s
achievements to the Missoula community.
The event is a benefit for the school’s Scholarship Fund. It brings together earlier generations of
UM-mentored artists with current students, faculty and the community to assist those who are just
embarking on their own artistic journeys. This year’s event features student music, dance and film, along
with art by Dolack and Percival. Special guests include the legendary Rob Quist, a UM alumnus and past
“Odyssey” honoree.

Odyssey Sponsorships help underwrite this event. Sponsors enjoy select seating to the show,
followed by a VEP champagne reception with Dolack and Percival. Two-ticket sponsorships cost $125
and four-ticket sponsorships cost $200. A portion of the cost of an Odyssey Sponsorship is tax deductible.
For more information, call the School of Fine Arts dean s office at 406-243-4971.
Individual tickets cost $30 for adults and $15 for students and can be purchased at all GrizTix
locations, by phone at 406-243-4051 or 1-888-MONTANA, or online at http://www.griztix.com.
The paintings and posters of Dolack and Percival have caught the attention of the state, the
country and the world for more than 30 years. Dolack pursued his artistic affinity through his childhood
and into his teenage years, when he designed posters for his high school band. As a UM student, he
worked art-related jobs around campus, drawing cartoons for the Montana Kaimin and creating posters
for Aber Day events. In the intervening years, Dolack has become one of the most recognizable artists in
Montana.
Percival came to UM in 1963. She took an immediate liking to the town and its vibrant
community. When Percival graduated from UM, she taught art at Belgrade High School. She met Dolack
in 1975, and the pair began their partnership in life and art. Today they live in Missoula and share a
gallery on Front Street.
Kalm said he is honored to feature Percival and Dolack at “Odyssey of the Stars."
“It’s an event people look forward to all year,” he said. “It’s an opportunity both to have a lot of
fun and support the arts here at the University.”
For more information, call the School of Fine Arts dean’s office at 406-243-4971 or visit the
“Odyssey of the Stars” Web site at http://www.sfa.umt.edu/odvssev.
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